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Front cover: Warrington Youth Action 
Group are on the move! They organised a 
30-mile sponsored run last year to raise 
funds for Christmas treats for pensioners. 
Two local long-distance runners, Colin 
Meachin and Michael Thompson, started 
the run for the group which raised £100. 
Greenall’s Brewery gave the group a 
generous donation in return for this free 
publicity. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all back- 
grounds and beliefs. Local group activ- 
ities range from holidays for the handi- 
capped and children’s playschemes to arts 
festivals and even bird-watching. Toc H 
is short for Talbot House: the soldiers’ 
club in Belgium founded by the Reverend 
‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. Today Toc H 
provides opportunities for people to test 
the relevance of practical Christianity and 
we welcome anyone who would like to 
give usa try. 
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‘The Hospital of St Cross is on the out- 
skirts of Winchester. You park your car 
on the A34, walk down a narrow lane to 
the porter’s lodge, knock and ask for the 
Wayfarer’s Dole. Once this was a loaf and 
two pints of wine. .. Now it has been red- 
uced to a postage stamp of bread anda 
few sips of beer; but it is still free and still 
available to all, impecunious or not.... 
And as you leave, you may pick up literat- 
ure put out by the local branch of Shelter, 
the‘‘campaign for the homeless”. * 

St Cross and Shelter are both reg- 
istered charities, but they represent the 
two extremes: the one seemingly cloister- 
ed, out of date, the other striving to forge 
a platform for itself in today’s society. 
They also represent extremes in financial 
terms, for of the 100,000 charities register- 
ed with the Charity Commission, only 3% 
have an income of over £10,000 and 
nearly one quarter have an income of less 
than £5 per year! 

Similar extremes exist in the class- 
ification of charities. Did you know that 
the British Goat Society is a charity while 
Amnesty and the National Council of 
Civil Liberties are not? That Eton College 
is a charity while the Disablement Income 
Group and the Campaign against Racial 
Discrimination are not? Small wonder 
that these inconsistencies exist, since char- 
ity law is based on an Elizabethan statute 
of 1601 — later interpreted to mean that a 
‘charitable purpose’ must fall into one of 
four categories: the relief of poverty, the 
advancement of education, the advance- 
ment of religion, and ‘other purposes 
beneficial to the community’. 

Cries for charity reform have been 
constant and in the past two years there 
have been no fewer than four committees 
of inquiry. One of these, the Goodman 
Committee, has recently reported. 

You may wonder: why all the fuss? 
The fact is that the financial privileges 
awarded to charities are considerable (tax 
reliefs alone amounting to some £75-100 
million per year). Organisations receiving 
that kind of subsidy, plus donations from 
the public, should be seen to be above 


Members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 


2. To give personal service. 


3. To find their own convictions while 
always being willing to listen to the views 
of others. 


4, To work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 
of God. 
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reproach. Goodman took this issue of 
public confidence very seriously. 

Despite this concern, the Goodman 
Committee’s report is disappointing, They 
have done nothing to sort out the muddle 
of defining what should constitute a char. 
ity, and little to remedy the inefficiency 
of many of them. Indeed, the most stim- 
ulating section is the minority report by 
one dissenting member, Ben Whittaker 
who regretted that ‘as on so many comm- 
ittees in this country which consider pub- 
lic policies, there is not a single representa- 
tive of the working class majority of our 
society among our members’. 

Whittaker says that ‘since charit- 
able resources and the public’s ability to 
give tax relief are both limited . . | the first 
priority should be to concentrate these 
primarily on deprivation and the disadvan- 
taged, (whether physically, mentally or 
socially). Thus the encouragement of sport 
and the Arts (which the committee accept- 
ed as valid charitable objects) would receive 
less favourable treatment than, say, car 
of the physically handicapped. 

Goodman does suggest several fin- 
ancial improvements: rate relief to increase 
from 50 to 75%, including on charity 
shops; Deeds of Covenant to extend for 
four instead of seven years; no output tax. 
He also recommends greater freedom of 
political activity, which is a vital and wel- 
come change, since many charities can 
only effectively achieve their objects 
through political pressure. [When the 
British Government cut its overseas aid 
programme by £20 million in 1966, it did 
so by a sum greater than the total of Ox- 
fam’s spending since its inception in 1942.] 

Proposals to improve efficiency in- 
clude a Charities Board (of lay people) to 
advise the Charity Commissioners (who 
are civil servants); also Neighbourhood 
Trusts to strengthen local co-operation, 

Quite what will happen in the pres- 
ent economic climate is, of course, doubt- 
ful. Let’s hope they don’t just end up in 
a filing cabinet. S McW 


‘Charities’: by Benedict Nightingale * 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world 
in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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A meditation from Carol Smith 


So much peace can be received from 
entering the inner sanctuary within and 
resting in the stillness, when everyday 
thoughts cease to be and we are united 
with God — with all life. 

If we can learn to still the constant 
thoughts that are passing through our 
minds, just for a few seconds, we 
become aware of this peace, of love — 
love for all our fellow beings — and of 
truth and the unity of life everywhere . 
In this moment of stillness we become 
united with existence itself, and how 
much more we come to understand 
that the Kingdom of Heaven is within. 


S 
& 
$ 
Q 
S 
S 
S 
= 


It was Leonard’s first birthday — 5 October 
1972 — when the news came that his soldier 
father, serving his third tour of duty in 
Northern Ireland, had been seriously injured. 

Leonard’s mother left him and his 
sister, Louise, with her mother and flew to 
Belfast. She found her husband unconscious. 

For more than three months she 
stayed at the hospital but he did not regain 
consciousness. Finally he was flown to a 
military hospital in England. She moved 
into a married quarter nearby and her 
children joined her. 

The local SSAFA representative 
promptly called and fixed a nursery for 
the children so that she could spend more 
time with her husband. 

On 21 February he died without 
regaining consciousness. His widow got 
home from the hospital at 6.30 am and 
tried to tell Louise. 

By 9.00 am the SSAFA represent- 
ative arrived. “You can’t stay here on your 
own’, she said. “You’re coming home with 
me.’ They went with her and stayed at 
her home until the girl’s parents arrived. 

Now, nearly four years later, the 


young widow has a house and garden near 
her parents in Wales and is bravely bring- 

ing up her two children — with two more 
local SSAFA representatives close at hand 
to help if needed. 

‘SSAFA’ is the name given by the 
troops in the last war to the Soldiers’, 
Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families Association, 
a voluntary body which exists to be of 
practical help to the families of serving 
and ex-service men and women of the 
Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air 
Force. At home it consists of some 
12,000 voluntary workers who between 
them cover every acre of England, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the 
Republic. 

Overseas wherever Service families 
are stationed SSAFA has professional 
nursing sisters and social workers, who 
function within the Service framework 
and are paid for by the Ministry of 
Defence but recruited and administered 
by SSAFA. They are supported by active 
voluntary committees who provide amen- 
ities such as transport, emergency foster- 
ing, home helps, thrift shops. 


A SSAFA voluntary worker makes arrangements for an elderly ex-Service widow 


to have her first holiday for years. 
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The sisters visit all newly arrived 
families, run clinics, give immunisations 
and hearing tests, teach health education 
and devote special care to the many young 
wives who are the victims of double separ- 
ation — from their husbands during service 
in Northern Ireland and elsewhere or on 
exercise, and also from their homes and 
families. The social workers overseas and 
in five large garrisons at home — Aldershot, 
Catterick, Colchester, Bulford/Tidworth 
and Northern Ireland — deal with difficult 
family problems often requiring long-term 
counselling. 

SSAFA is always available to keep 
the serving man or woman in touch with 
home. When letters don’t come or they 
bring bad news, the one thing needed is a 
sensible unbiased person to find out how 
things really are and tell you the truth. 

SSAFA does just that — and also 
takes whatever practical action may be 
needed to help. Serving men and women 
have only to ask their Commanding 
Officer to contact SSAFA on their behalf. 
A wife or parents can also turn to SSAFA 
(address at main post offices and CABs) 
when someone serving is urgently needed 
at home in time of serious illness or death. 

SSAFA workers, though voluntary, 
are no amateurs. They are experts in 
Service procedures and conditions, have 
the telephone numbers at the Ministry of 
Defence for quick communication in emer- 
gencies, and know what evidence is needed 
to support an application for compassion- 
ate leave. They are provided with literat- 
ure, which is kept constantly up to date, 
about pensions and allowances, and regular 
training courses are held for them at Head 
Office in London and refresher courses in 
the counties. 

Once a man or woman has served 
in any of the Regular Armed Forces or in 
war, his or her family can call upon 
SSAFA for the rest of their lives. The 
families of the Reserve Forces injured or 
killed on training exercises such as the re- 
cent sinking of the minesweeper Fittleton 
are also eligible. 

Three-quarters of the 41,590 fam- 
ily problems dealt with last year were 
ex-Service, and that percentage is expected 
to rise as the veterans of World War I! 
reach old age. A few remaining widows 
of men who served in the Boer War are 
still being visited and much younger men 
and women are facing problems arising 
from prolonged illness and unemployment. 
Often the help needed is practical 


x advice, friendly, sympathetic support or 
È intervention with authority. An elderly 


x-pilot of the World War I Royal Flying 


~ Corps, confined to a wheelchair, couldn’t 


persuade the housing department to move 
him into a ground floor flat until SSAFA 


eee 


2. cE 


é S A 


A SSAFA Sister demonstrates the bath- 
ing of a baby to Sericemen’s wives. 


threatened them with a barrage of national 
publicity in the press and on TV. Within 
48 hours he was moved. 

Last year 13,784 money grants 
were made to a total of £427,687; 
£407,938 of which was almonised on be- 
half of other Service, corps and regimental 
benevolent funds, most of whom use 
SSAFA workers to visit and report on 
their family cases and to distribute their 
generosity. Inevitably, the size of financ- 
ial grants grows larger every year with the 
rising cost of living — and indeed of dying, 
funeral costs being a major problem. 

SSAFA has never hesitated to 
make its voice heard on behalf of the 
families it serves. Founded in 1885 to 
care for the families left destitute when 
their men went off with the 2nd Egyptian 
Expeditionary Force, it has campaigned 
over the years on the issue of widows’ pen- 
sions, gave evidence to the committees on 
One Parent Families, on Naval and Army 
Welfare and went into prompt action 
when the Children Bill was found to make 
no provision for the adoptive rights of 
Service families overseas. 

In the last few months evidence 
has been submitted to the Policy Advisory 
Committee on Sexual Offenders at the 
Home Office opposing the suggestion that 
the age of consent might be reduced 
from 16 to 14 or even 12. 

To help carry on this vital work 
SSAFA needs new volunteers to take 
over from those retiring after many years 
of devoted work. People are most badly 
needed in the industria] areas. Training 
is provided and out of pocket expenses 
paid. Offers of help will be welcomed 
at SSAFA Head Office, 27 Queen Anne’s 
Gate, London SW1H 9BZ (01-839 4131). 


LETTERS 


TWENTY CLUB 


Having received the letter from the 
Diamond Jubilee Appeal Committee con- 
cerning the formation of the Twenty Club, 
I had to reflect for some time as to 
whether I had the wrong idea as to what 
Toc H is all about. 

Here was a scheme whereby an 
inner Group was to be formed based on 
whether you could afford to send a fur- 
ther £20 to the Appeals Fund. In branch 
life | always understood that every mem- 
ber was as valuable whether he or she 
could afford Sp or £5. Then we come to the 
amazing situation whereby our Public 
Relations staff have ideas on methods of 
fund raising, which will only be passed on 
to those branches who can afford to send 
the £20. Surely the branches who need 
this information are those who cannot 
afford the £20, and what sort of organ- 
isation are we when our HQ staff have 
helpful ideas which have not been passed 
on to branches anyway. 

I realise that the motive behind 
the letter is sincere and well meaning, but 
surely we in Toc H are above putting a 
price on the value of our service. 


Peter Bazeley 
Southend-on-Sea Branch 


Arthur Frymann, chairman of the 
Diamond Jubilee Committee, replies: 

I am sorry to learn from Peter Bazeley’s 
letter to you that he feels the suggestion 
of a ‘Twenty Club’ for those members 
who sent a last minute gift of £20 to the 
Jubilee Appeal was in any way improper. 

I hope you will permit me to 
assure him that many branches, small as 
well as large, have been pleased to respond 
to the suggestion we made. The Club has 
added £1,580 to the Appeal Fund which 
at 5.1.77. totals £33,223 in money re- 
ceived and firmly promised. 

We are grateful to Southend 
Branch for whatever they have managed 
to do towards achieving this magnificent 
total to cover the costs of Pannikampatti 
and Port Penrhyn. 


EVERYMAN‘S CLUB 


There would appear to be anxiety among 
some members concerning the Christian 
spirit in the Movement. Whilst | don’t 
share this, I have been questioned by 
people whose criteria appear to be the 
number of padres we have, staff or honor- 
ary, and the number of church services! 
At Central Council, in group dis- 
cussion and in Council the criteria ap- 
peared to be the acceptance of the doc- 
trinaire creed of the Church, and the num- 
ber of members actually attending church. 
We were urged to ‘reaffirm the Christian 


basis’; by all means let us, but I am sure 
thousands of members are doing this 
every day by the way they try to take 
their commitment into everyday life, in 
varying degrees. None of us are perfect, 
but this is what it is all about. Not only 
members, but all those involved with us, 
be they atheists, agnostics, Muslims or 
whatever! They are helping us in building 
what we call the Kingdom of God. 

it may be a presumptious tmpert- 
inence on my part, but I believe that God 
directs people, whatever they may think. 
He doesn’t sit on their shoulder and bel- 
low in their ear. Our job is to welcome 
them and provide the atmosphere and 
opportunity for the Spirit to work among 
us as a whole. We are accused of trying 
to be ‘all things to all men’; surely we are 
trying to give to all men, as Jesus told us, 
love, service and understanding. Mother 
Theresa of Calcutta, when asked to define 
her faith, said that she saw something of 
Christ in all those around her, and she 
was referring to Hindu beggars! Nothing 
is new: in the early °20s Peter Monie wrote 
in Toc H Underweigh that people were 
asking how Toc H could be a Christian 
Movement and Everyman’s Club! He felt 
that it was because the founder was a 
Christian man of love that Toc H was 
Everyman’s Club — nothing has changed. 

I am not a parson, trendy or other- 
wise, nor have I been described as ‘with it’ 
or ‘without it’ whatever ‘it’ is! But I do 
feel that Jesus of Nazareth would under- 
stand what I am trying to say. It is this 
spirit in its simplicity which is attracting 
people, particularly young people, to 
Toc H now! 


Harry Brier 
Huddersfield, Yorks 


FRONTIER MOVEMENTS 


I am glad that in his letter (January Point 
Three) Colin Campbell drew attention to 
John Mitchell's editorial (November 1976 
Point Three). So often editorials go un- 
read, and it would be a pity if the points 
raised by John Mitchell were not seriously 
considered. : 

I am not absolutely sure that I 
understand Colin Campbell’s objections, 
but leaving aside his concern for the dis- 
placed male who can no longer dominate 
the herd, he seems to have two problems. 
One is the place of Toc H within the pro- 
test movement, and the other the meaning 
of a frontier movement within the context 
of the Kingdom of God. 

On the first point, it seems to me 
that to the extent that Toc H affirms the 
value of the individual against the domin- 
ant social or economic structure, it is a 
part of the protest movement. It is not 
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usually put in those terms, but that does 
not invalidate the claim. Some, at any 
rate, of the free schools are asserting that 
children are more important than curricula. 
Some squatters are asserting the needs of 
individuals in the face of almost over- 
whelmingly property-orientated legislation. 
Of course, protest should be made in a 
responsible way, but there is also a require- 
ment upon society to behave responsibly 
towards its members. 

The second point turns upon one’s 
understanding of the term ‘Kingdom of 
God’. John Jones wrote (February 1975 
Point Three) ‘But within that world of 
human relationships which Jesus calls the 
Kingdom, we find a different valuation 
altogether — a liberation to Sonship’. Is 
it so hard to understand ‘frontier’ in that 
context as being where people are exper- 
imenting with new ways of self-discovery 
and of community? 

I don’t know how Toc H could 
make its contribution in the frontier situ- 
ations mentioned by John Mitchell, but I 
think we should explore such a possibility. 
We have always insisted upon the primary 
importance of the individual, and we have 
sought to work with people where they 
are, and that means not just physically 
where they are, but where they are in 
understanding. Our concern has been to 
liberate people into an awareness of the 
human-ness which we all share. Our in- 
sights cannot be reserved only for ortho- 
dox situations. 

These issues deserve fuller discus- 
sion than is possible through correspond- 
ence in Point Three. Now that they have 
been raised, they could perhaps be the 
theme for a summer school. 


Tom Gulliver 
Maldon, Essex 


DIMENSIONS 


I do not recollect ever before having writ- 
ten a letter to the Editor of Point Three; 
but I have been very concerned about an 
article in the first issue of Dimensions, a 
copy of which we were invited to accept 
at the Central Council meeting. 

The article I refer to is the one writ- 
ten by Richard Green entitled ‘When is 
Welfare not Welfare?’ I have tried to 
‘think fairly’ about it, but may be as an 
‘employer’ and I suppose therefore a 
‘Capitalist’ in the eyes of the author, as 
a ‘house-owner’ and presumably ‘middle 
class’, | have found it particularly difficult 
to do so — even as a member of Toc H. 

Toc H sets out, inter alia, to build 
bridges across the barriers that divide. 
This article is totally divisive. It contains 
so many misleading statements and 
untruths that it is difficult to understand 


its inclusion in a publication that one 
assumes has Toc H support. f 

The author refers to the anger ot 
the poorer section of the community at 
the increased wealth and power of the 
middle classes; to Welfare legislation tak- 
ing account of the property-owning class 
interests in four major areas: the mainten- 
ance of the middle classes as the superior 
ruling and economic force, that the middle 
classes do not want the abolition of 
poverty and the means test, that they 
delight in the theory that poverty is the 
result of an inability of the poor to man- 
age their resources. 

It is equally misleading on the 
subject of labour discipline. The new 
Employment Act in fact sets out to pro- 
tect employees against every possible 
abuse by the employer. 

These are but a few examples of 
the divisive and destructive nature of the 
article, so alien to the spirit of Toc H. 
One can only hope that as a potential 
Probation Officer, and ] presume a mem- 
ber of Toc H, the author does not preach 
this gospel of bitterness to his contacts. 
Or have I completely misinterpreted his 
article? 


Donald Lockhart 
Berkhamsted, Herts 


INSIGHT 


{ am very pleased to receive Point Three 
and find it very interesting. I have partic- 
ularly appreciated Dr Paul Badham’s 
articles on ‘The Jesus of History’. 


Leslie Pinter 
Marlow, Bucks 


WARDEN MANOR 


It gave me a bit of a jolt a few weeks ago 
to receive a letter from John Cole contain- 
ing the news that Warden Manor was being 
put up for sale. 

As it would be a real loss to me if 
I could never again enjoy the companion- 
ship and peace of the old place, I have 
been considering possible ways, and less 
possible ways, of retaining the historic 
house for the continuing use of its many 
friends and for the future. 
Ik: Can the HQ financial wizards be 
induced to put their hands into their 
pockets? 
2 If friends of Warden Manor re- 
sponded to an appeal for financial support, 
would the hard heads at HQ be softened? 
3h There may be certain people who 
would be prepared to live permanently in 
the house and assist with its upkeep, pro- 
vided their security of tenure was assured, 
4. * s mentioned in the November 
editorial, how about a commune? It 


a 
could work successfully at Warden Manor 
as elsewhere, and leave a part of the house 
still available for holiday-makers. 


Dick Crump 
Carshalton, Surrey. 


HELP NEEDED 


Could you please ask if there is anyone 
in the London area who would be pre- 
pared to go on the rota to help with the 
trolley round at Guy’s Hospital each Week, 
At present, Mrs M Rushton of 1] 
Brooksby Street; Islington, London Nlis 
coping by herself and would be so pleased 
to hear from anyone who could help. 


Peg Guile 
Secretary, Huddersfield Joint Branch 


RETIREMENT AGE 


I was shocked to read in Point Three of a 
suggested Toc H retirement at 70 and of 
a branch of elderly members becoming a 
social club. At any age people, given 
reasonable health, can still contribute to 
the work of Toc H. | have even known 

a bed-ridden person being a valuable mem- 
ber, an inspiration to others and possibly 
giving good advice to the younger ones. 

In my own branch in Scarborough 
most of the members are of pensionable 
age. Weekly meetings are very well at- 
tended, with more talks with slides than 
used to be the case. But we also have 
talks from the padre and members, and 
discussions on the deeper implications of 
the Movement and its Christian basis. 

We cannot dash about doing active 
jobs with children, as our younger branch 
in Eastfield does, but the library service 
in four hospitals is maintained weekly, 
even those in their late 70s doing their 
share. 

Our chief failure has been in fail- 
ing to attract young members. 

The time to retire from Toc H is 
when we are dead. 


Mary Martin 
Thirsk, Yorkshire 


GROWING OLD GRACEFULLY 


Come off it ‘Wing Co’, preen your wings, 
and sharpen your beak, there is still lots 
for you to do in and for Toc H. You are 
now just at the age when you can give 
even more to our Family of your time and 
talents. You know how to lead and en- 
courage men, and have Jed and served 
them by your help and leadership in the 
past. 

We, the members of Cromer 
Branch (in forgotten Norfolk) would like 
to give you a renewed vision, and encour- 
agement to restart your work in Toc H. 


— 


INSIGHT 


The Rev Dr Paul Badham concludes 
his series on ‘The Jesus of History’. 


Part Four: Understanding the 
divinity of Christ 


One of the most distinctive Christian be- 
liefs is that Jesus Christ is at the same 
time ‘Truly God and Truly Man’. How 
are we to understand this claim? 

Let us take first his manhood. 
Here Christian Orthodoxy is completely 
unequivocal. Christ ‘had to be made like 
his brethren in every respect’. [Hewbrews 
2]. Only so could he be our example, our 
inspiration and our saviour; only so could 
he be truly said to be God incarnate or to 
reveal God in the language of a human life. 
Consequently the early Councils of the 
Church were vitally concerned to safe- 
guard belief in the complete humanity of 
Jesus against ‘heretical’ doctrines which 
made Jesus out to be some kind of semi- 
divine and superhuman being. The 
Council at Chalcedon which drew up the 
most definitive statement of traditional 
belief in 451 therefore opens with the 
words: “This Council expels from the 
priesthood those who imagine that the 
form of a servant taken by Christ was of 
a heavenly or different nature (from our 
own). 

This means that any attempt we 
may make to explain the divinity of Jesus 
must never undermine belief in his com- 
plete humanity. At the same time it is 
also vital to safeguard the Christian doc- 
trine of God. 

For Christian Faith, God is not 
some kind of Superhuman being like the 
Gods of Mount Olympus in Greek myth- 
ology. For us God is the eternal and in- 
finite creator and sustainer of all that is: 
‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’ [Acts 17/28] ; He fills the Universe 
[Jeremiah 23/24] ; He is all-knowing, all- 
powerful, and everywhere-present. These 


central attributes of deity could never 
exist in the limitations of one human life 
so Christian Orthodoxy has always taught 
that though Jesus is ‘wholly God’, he is 
not ‘the whole of God’, and although God 
was indeed incarnate in Christ, he natur- 
ally continued to remain active through- 
out the whole of his creation. 

This means that the divinity of 
Jesus is not a straightforward case of num- 
erical identity. To say Jesus is God is not 
like saying Mr Callaghan is the Prime 
Minister. It is more like saying Beethoven's 
symphonies are musical perfection, which 
one may well believe to be wholly true in 
one sense, but which cannot be the whole 
of the truth about musical perfection be- 
cause so many musical qualities do not 
find expression in the work of Beethoven. 

How then was God present in 
Christ? Let us start by looking at the por- 
traits we are given of Jesus in the Gospel 
narratives. As we study these we notice 
how real God was to Jesus. We see how 
Jesus would spend hours in prayer, how 
he would speak so naturally of God, how 
he experienced God as like a loving Father 
constantly concerned forall his children. 
To Jesus God seemed so utterly real that 
he felt conscious of his presence at all 
times. The Fourth Evangelist pictures 
Jesus saying ‘] am not alone for the Father 
is with me’, [John 16/32] and ‘I have 
come not to do my own will but the will 
of him who sent me’. [John 5/30]. All 
the Gospel writers describe Jesus in this 
way, as a man determined to submit his 
whole life to God in loving obedience to 
the Divine Will. Thus in the life of Jesus 
we see a person who was conscious of 
God at all times, and whose whole life 
and teaching were always in accordance 
with what he felt God wished him to do. 


PERSONALITY OF GOD 


But if Jesus’s behaviour was always in 
accordance with his understanding of the 
will of God it follows that the personality 
of God found expression in human terms 
through the life of Jesus. After all we 
assess personality, we form our judgment 
about what a person is like, by noticing 


by telling you something of our record, 
so here it is. 

Yes, we are a small branch, some 
12 members (but remember the first real 
Toc H branch was 12 in number, and one 
of them a dud, its ‘Skipper’ was ‘The 
Carpenter’). Our average age is 72 but 
most of us have been members for the 
past 40 years; in fact one of our members 
is still going strong after 53 years as a 
member. 

What do we do? We ‘Help the 
Aged’, ‘Oxfam’, ‘Christian Aid’, ‘Save the 
Children Fund’, ‘British Legion’, ‘Cheshire 
Home’. We give Christmas parcels to the 
needy, provide car and coach trips for 
old folk, holidays for the blind, and dis- 
abled children, film shows to crippled 
children, hospital and home visiting, help 
to provide money and clothes for the 


summer camps for deprived children from 
Leicester and Norfolk, provide comfort 
for old folks homes. 

All these activities require money 
and so during the past three years we have 
collected over 40 tons of old newspapers 
etc, and have raised some £400. 

So come off it ‘Wing Co’, and get 
back into the ‘Flight’, you are still youn- 
ger than you think, and there is lots 
more for you to do in the Family of 
Toc H. We wish you good luck in the 
name of the first ‘Skipper’ of Toc H, ‘The 
Carpenter’. 


Arthur, Billy (Skipper), Bill, Charlie, 
David (Hon Treasurer), Jack T (Hon Sec- 
retary), Dick (Pilot), Jack B (Jobbie), 
George, Joe, Wally (Guard of the Lamp), 
Finny (Padre) 

Cromer, Norfolk 


what he says and does. Since however 
what Jesus said and did was always deter- 
mined by what he felt God wanted him 

to say and do, Jesus’s actions are a guide 
not only to his own personality, but also 
to the personality of God whose will Jesus 
always sought to fulfil. 

This way of understanding Jesus’s 
divinity was first put forward by Friedrich 
Schleiermacher, the so-called Father of 
Modern Theology, at the beginning of the 
19th century. | believe that his theory 
fits the picture given to us in the New 
Testament, and makes it reasonable for us 
to see Jesus as a man like us in every re- 
spect and yet at the same time as, ‘the 
visible expression of the invisible God’. 
[Colossians 1/15]. 

A second way of understanding 
Jesus’s divinity was put forward by DM 
Baillie in his book God was in Christ. He 
points out that all the greatest saints attrib- 
ute their good deeds not to themselves but 
to the grace of God working through them. 
This is a very common experience in the 
Christian life. Think of the second verse 
of the hymn ‘Our Blessed Redeemer’: 

‘And every virtue we possess, 

And every conquest won, 

And every thought of holiness, 

Are his alone.’ 

This experience is very paradoxical, 
for when we ascribe our good deeds to 
God we do not deny that they are also our 
own actions, indeed we believe that we are 
most truly ourselves when we allow the 
grace of God to permeate our lives. As 
Baillie says ‘Never is human action more 
truly and fully personal than in those 
moments of which a Christian can say 
that whatever good was in them was not 
his but God’s’. 


PARADOX OF GRACE 


This ‘paradox of grace’ which we exper- 
ience in fragmentary form ourselves is, 
according to Baillie, a reflection of that 
perfect unity between human personality 
and divine grace which we see in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ. This way of under- 
standing the nature of Jesus’s divinity is 
very old. St Augustine once wrote ‘The 
Saviour; the Man Christ Jesus in Himself 
the brightest illustration of predestination 
and grace.’ And St Anselm said “Every 
man from the commencement of his faith 
becomes a Christian by the same grace by 
which that man from his formation be- 
came Christ.’ 

I would wish to argue that the ap- 
proach to the incarnation displayed by 
both Schleiermacher and Baillie helps us to 
see the true meaning of Jesus’s divinity 
and to understand it not in contrast to his 
humanity, but as the true fulfilment of it. 
By living a perfect human life Christ dis- 
plays the ideal relationship between God 
and Man and displays too the personality 
and character of God. As St Irenaeus one 
of the very earliest of the Christian 
Fathers put it, in Christ we see ‘The Glory 
of God in a man fully alive, and the life of 
that man is the vision of God’. 
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The living room, before and after! Tom Steel, member of the Management Committee, 
was among the many who effected the transformation. 
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Clayton House, a year ago, viewed from the back garden. The boards over the windows 
have now been used to build bedside tables, 


The bungalow alongside Clayton House, 


"Jack Booth 


‘We’re looking on something like a miracle’ 
declared Sir Dennis Pilcher (Chairman of 
the New Towns Commission) last October, 
as he formally opened Clayton House, the 
new Toc H centre in Crawley, Sussex. 
‘This Centre has been created by tremend- 
ous devotion and an almost irresistible 

will to overcome any problem that might 
come in the way.’ 


The irresistible will belongs to Edgar 
Wallace (who joined the Toc H staff as a 
South East Regional Padre last year), and 
the story of the house cannot really be 
told without him and his loyal group of 
colleagues. 


It was a long cherished dream of Edgar’s 
to open a house for young people — but 

a house with a rather special role — and 
his 12 years’ work in Crawley as Industrial 
Chaplain, member of the New Towns 
Commission and Director of “Youth with 
a Mission’, have led to the point where he 
has been able to ask for sufficient help, to 
make the house a reality. 


Thus it was that when an old spacious 
house and adjacent bungalow were stand- 
ing empty, the Crawley New Town Com- 
mission entrusted the properties to Edgar 
for his plans. Clayton House is a fine old 
building standing in an acre plot in a pleas- 
ant residential area of old Crawley, but 
when given to Edgar both the house and 
bungalow had been shockingly vandalised: 
windows smashed, bannisters and wash- 
basins torn out, electric wires and fittings 
ripped from the walls, plaster knocked 
about. The mess was incredible: in fact 
so bad that the authorities were thinking 
of demolition, That was in January last 
year. By June, with stupendous voluntary 
efforts from all sorts of people, the bung- 
alow was ready to take its first five resid- 
ents and by October the main house was 
ready to take ten more. 


The transformation is remarkable. Walk- 
ing into Clayton House is now like enter- 
ing a smart hotel: with bungy carpets, a 
rich textured wall paper in the hall and 
plush armchairs in the meeting room and 
lounge. The bedrooms are all carpeted, 
each with their own washbasin, and the 
same sort of standard is continued in the 
bungalow. Of course when you look into 
it, you discover that there is a barely de- 
tectable flaw in the carpets; that the smart 
furniture is in fact from the VIP lounge 
at Gatwick; that the curtains were given 
by a local trader, along with so much else 
generously donated by local industrialists. 
So many people in the town who know 
Edgar have contributed in one way or 
another — apparently impressed by his 


conviction in what he is doing or maybe, 
in some press-ganged cases, not given the 
choice! ‘A lot of people have made great 
contributions to this house’ said Sir Dennis 
Pilcher. ‘I would like to think they were 
voluntary — but knowing Edgar, this may 
not be true!’ 


Colleagues from Rotary lent a hand, paint- 
ing, wallpapering etc; also focal Lions, 
Inner Wheel, managing directors, house- 
wives, school teachers, not to forget 
Crawley Branch members and Toc H pro- 
ject volunteers from Surrey and North 
London. There were also groups from 
local comprehensive schools and one par- 
ticular boy, Keith Grantham, who faith- 
fully came four or five evenings every 
week for ten months. (He was presented 
with a bible at the opening ceremony for 
his tremendous service.) A contingent of 
Belgians arrived, plus five Americans from 
Ohio, four Winants (sponsored by Rotary 
and local firms) and many other friends 
and neighbours. The money was mainly 
raised or borrowed locally, with a loan of 
only £1800 from Toc H, to be paid back 
within a year. The buildings are rent free 
from the New Town Commission for the 
first five years, and they have also been 
granted a generous rate rebate. 


Of course this gives Clayton House con- 
siderable financial flexibility and allows 
Edgar to develop his plans. He sees the 

house as providing for three needs: first, 


offering a home to those who are destitute; | 


secondly offering a home to those who 
are doing demanding jobs in the commun- 
ity (for example, as social workers), so 
that they also may receive some care and 
support; and thirdly, offering a home to 
the ‘detached youth workers’ on the 
Lamp Post Leadership Scheme. (This ex- 
perimental scheme, yet to be established, 
will grapple with the problems of vandal- 
ism and violence by letting young leaders 
get to know adolescent gangs in their own 
habitat — ie on street corners. This is ob- 
viously such an exacting task that the 
youth leaders would need the mutual sup- 
port of living together.) 


However, the Lamp Post Leadership 
Scheme is part of the future and for the 
moment the need is to care for those with- 
out a home. Last December Sue, Helen 
and Kirsty were arranging their Christmas 
Day dinner and were also inviting some 
elderly neighbours in for the afternoon. 
At that time there was one community 
worker, Pat, who works at the Crawley 
Arts Workshop, and also Fritz, recently 
arrived from Germany, who wanted to 
live in a Christian community. A pilot 
from the airport was about to join them. 
The Warden of the house is 21-year-old 
Alison Geddes who has taken part in 

Toc H projects for the past five years, and 
who has come to Clayton House for six 
months as a long-term volunteer. The res- 
idents have all made the house feel like 
home; they look after it and cook for 


themselves — and also seem to get involved 
in carol singing and collecting for Edgar’s 
local Rotary Club. 


Plans are approved to build an extension 
which would house 14 more people in two 
groups of seven, and the idea is to have 
this built by the Job Creation Programme’s 
labour. Job Creation would pay all the 
wages and 10% of materials, and a number 
of unemployed youngsters would have the 
chance of acquiring building skills. 


The strength of Clayton House lies in the 
fact that it is so well integrated into the 
local community. ‘Toc H is really only a 
vehicle for bringing people together’ says 
Edgar. ‘Denominationalism is no good — 
whether of the Church, of Toc H, Rotary 
or whatever else. It is no good thinking 
you can work on your own.” Clayton 
House is becoming well known throughout 


the town and is, indeed, the development 
of years of work in Crawley, making con- 
tacts and building up good will. Our 
Movement is incredibly lucky to have 
inherited all this and Toc H is now more 
talked about in Crawley — and among 
leading men in Crawley — than ever before. 


It all seems a fantastic story now that the 
house is established and things are going 
well. But of course it was a tremendous 
undertaking and one which called for a 
sureness of vision and insistent determin- 
ation to get the job done. If you talk to 
Edgar it becomes quite obvious that his 
determination and energy stem from his 
conviction that ‘God’s hand is on this 
thing’. He is faithful to that and he has 
gathered round him many who are equally 
faithful. But the project has demanded a 
lot of sweat and a lot of time on their 
knees. 
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Two of the residents, Pat and Kirsty, made this beautiful cake for Edgar and presented 
it to him at the opening ceremony, 
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NEWSPOINT 


John Burgess 


On Saturday 4 December, at Mark 3 in 
Hackney, a unique indoor Craft Fair 
took place. The preparations for this 
event began only six weeks before, when 
craftsmen and organisers of other fairs in 
London were contacted. Seventy crafts- 
men were invited and were asked to con- 
tribute £4 for the hire of a stall from 


2% 
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We finally had 30 applications and 
with a stall for the Toc H Handi Club, the 
Toc H Pensioners’ Club and a cake stall 
run by the staff, plus the proceeds of a 
raffle, programme money and a tombola 
run by the Youth Club, the House col- 
ected just over £100. This money will 
help the Battered Wives’ Shelter, the 
Youth Centre and also Toc H community 
work in Hackney. 

It was intended to have a display 
of children’s craft and art work, but this 
did not fully materialise, nor did the idea 
of a children’s steel band, nor a barrel 
organ. We will have these next 
time. 

We did have a display of Toc H 
work in Hackney, showing the play- 
schemes and camps that have been organ- 


ised here by parents since 1970. The pub- 


licity for the Fair was produced by the 
Print Room at Wendover and the house 
was covered by two 12 foot banners skil- 
fully produced by a team of residents. 
Over 300 attended and refreshments were 
provided all day. 

This type of event is very easy to 
arrange and is such a good way of bring- 
ing to the public’s attention that in an age 
of mechanisation there are still so many 
skills that need an outlet. And it's fun. 
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Joan Gates 


A founder member of Cromer Women’s 
Branch who, having become a nonagenar- 
ian and no longer able to attend meetings, 
made an exquisite patchwork bedspread 
and gave it to the branch to use in what- 
ever way they thought fit. At that time 
Cromer hospital’s proposed new surgical 
ward had fallen a victim to economy cuts 
so a group of enterprising local business- 
men had decided to undertake to build 
the ward themselves at an approximate 
cost of £50,000, launching the Cromer 
Hospital Allies Appeal Fund for the 
money. This ‘do it yourself enterprise 
caught on like wildfire and the branch un- 
animously decided to raffle the bedspread 
for the Appeal Fund. Others donated 
further prizes and on 9 November a 
cheque for £100, representing the money 
raised from the raffle and the proceeds 
of a coffee morning, was handed to the 
Allies who were most grateful. Incident- 
ally, the target of £50,000 has now been 
exceeded. 


m 


AFT FAIR YOU'RE NEVER 
GRAFT HAIR YOU'RE NEVER PINS AND 


NEEDLES! 


That’s what they’re all getting down in 
the deep South! The Southern Region 
have planned a big knit-in for the week 
7-12 February when they are getting to- 
gether with another charity, Age Concern, 
to knit blankets and kneg rugs for the 
elderly and handicapped. We wish them 
luck and happy knitting and look forward 
to reporting their results in a future issue. 
[Further details from Bob Knight 
(Winchester 65480). | 

And another knit-in is planned in 
Norfolk and Suffolk from 21-26 March. 
Toc H will join up again with the NSPCC 
and 10% of the proceeds will go to the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee Fund in Suffolk. 
It’s 20 stitches per row on no. 8s and 
you'll be knitting strips, not squares, for 
the WRVS to use as they think best. 
[Further details from Olive Tennant 
(Norwich 742775).] 

Anyone else fancy rattling those 
pins? It’s a great way to work alongside 
a fellow charity and raise funds together. 


Ralph Doak 

The idea was to use as many different 
London bus routes as possible in one day, 
having travelled on each bus for at least 
one stop. Sixty people, brandishing Red 
Rover passes, flitted from bus to bus, 
collecting conductors’ numbers as proof 
of their journey. Each bus rider had to 
collect sponsors and when some had been 
promised over £1 per bus ride, you are 
talking money! The sponsors are still 
being pestered but North London District 
hopes to have raised £400 for its summer 
project for children from one-parent 
families. 

Despite Christmas shoppers and 
hold-ups caused by the Northern Ireland 
Peace March, two pupils from Queen 
Elizabeth Boys’ School, Barnet, managed 


WHERE HAVE 
ALL THE BUSES 
GONE? 


to tot up 56 buses. One of the bussers 
reports: 

‘The cast of the infamous “On the 
Buses — Late-and-Never-When-You-Want- 
Them Roadshow” are reported to be still 
recovering from the severe battering they 
received during Saturday 27 November. 
What actually occurred is still uncertain 
but reports indicate that about 60 mem 
bers of what seems to be a neo-Kamikase 
faction viciously assaulted conductors and 
drivers with Red Rovers, stickers and sed- 
itious literature, even stooping to the 
depths of depravity and sadism by demand- 
ing numbers with menaces.’ 

Amongst the many things that 
went wrong, here’s one for the record. 
Beer was ordered for the parties afterwards, 
and (unfortunately!) it arrived not in 4% 
gallon casks but in one 9 gallon barrel — 
so those who wound up on Tower Hill 
just had to keep drinking until it was 
empty... shame! 


IT'S NO USE HERE. 
MIGHT AS WELL TRY 
ROUND THE CORNER 


ALL THINGS COME 
TO HE WHO WAITS 
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Parkhurst Women ’s Branch, on the Isle of Wight, raised £255 in an faa and a half at | 
their bazaar and coffee evening to raise funds for Toc H. Edna Gillard (pictured in 
Toc H T-shirt) tells us already over £150 has been sent to the Family Purse. 


HANDIS 


Members of Toc H on the Isle of Wight 
held a very successful dance for 70 handi- 
capped guests at the Carisbrooke High 
Schoo! last year. The physically handi- 
capped teenagers were guests of young 
people from three Island schools who org- 
anised the dance together with Toc H. 

Each pupil entertained one guest 
and Rod Gammans, a pupil of Carisbrooke 
High School, was the disc jockey. The 
dance was attended by the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Medina and during the even- 
ing a personal taped message from Jimmy 
Savile was played. 

Mrs Joan Elkins, chairman of the 


Toc H committee that organised the dance, 


said it was a wonderful evening and they 
were hoping to repeat it this new year. 


NORWICH MIN! HANDI 


The young, the old, the boisterous and the 
shy all had great fun together at the mini- 
handi dance organised last October by the 
Norfolk Toc H Activities Committee at 
the University of East Anglia. 

Toc H had a lot of welcome help 
from the Vauxhall Centre for the Handi- 
capped in Norwich and from a number of 
other clubs, the Red Cross, and particu- 
larly from an efficient group of university 
students, The university catering staff put 
on a tremendous buffet supper. 


WHATS ON 


BORDON COMPANY 

QUIET WEEKEND 

Dor Knap 1-3 April 1977. Further 
details from HQ Padre at Wendover. 


LITERATURE WEEKEND 


Dor Knap 
Friday 29 April - Sunday 1 May 


As part of the growing interest in leisure 
weekends, Sue Leigh of Middlesbrough 
and Frank Rice of Bromsborough are org- 
anising a literature weekend to give people 
a chance to talk about books. 

The weekend is open to anyone 
inside and out of Toc H and will include 
both planned talks and free time for chat- 
ting, reading or whatever. There will also 
be some outdoor work to do for Tommy 
to make sure that people don’t get too 
book-bound! Bring along your favourite 
books: novels, poetry etc. 

Cost: £8.50 Apply to Sue Leigh, 
4] Ayresome Street, Middlesbrough, 
Cleveland. 


Overheard at a meeting: 
There are those in Toc H who wish we 
could get back to the happy situation 


when nobody knew where we were going 
but at least we were all going there 
together. 


@ A lovely Christmas gift for Port 
Penrhyn! After the World Chain of Light 
Vigil, lan Taylor found that a bible for 
the Centre had been left on the table, and 
he would like to say thank you for this 
anonymous gift. 


W Within sight of £1,000! Hartley Wint- 
ney Men’s and Women’s Branches in North 
Hants combined to raise over £990 at their 
annual Rummage Sale and Autumn Fair. 
The proceeds will go to the Family Purse, 
local jobs fund and a building fund for 
necessary work on the branch headquarters 
and the adjoining cottage owned by Toc H. 


E Every Thursday in the local Scout hut 
Denny Toc H entertain under sixteen-year- 
old mentally handicapped children. In 
October they all enjoyed a Halloween 
party, in fancy dress. A well deserved 
tribute was paid to branch chairman James 
Beveridge by the superintendent of the 
mentally handicapped centre in Alloa. 


E Fleet Joint Branch, Hants, bridged 

three generation gaps recently when mem- 
bers took 40 senior citizens with them to 

a folk dance at Pirbright. A party of 
handicapped girls from Woodlarks Work- 
shops astounded everybody by giving 
demonstration dances in their wheel chairs; 
and indeed, everyone was on the floor. 


E Yet more money has been raised for 
the South Western Region’s project to 
give handicapped people an outdoor holi- 
day this Spring. Taunton Branch have 
added £40 more to the fund by holding 
a coffee morning. 


Œ An antique fair recently organised by 
the Whetstone men's and women’s 
branches in North London brought in 19 
antique dealers and raised £115 for the 
District’s holiday for one-parent children. 


E On a cold and frosty morning in Dec- 
ember Northampton members ventured 
into the market place to sell their home 
made wares. They made £50 for the old 
folk’s outing. 


E On |! November the St Austell 
women’s branch celebrated its 35th birth- 
day with an entertainment and rededica- 
tion service. 


WE Members and Marksmen of the Inner 
London District raised £160 at their 
Autumn Fair, held in Camberwell. 


@ The Toc H Holiday Centre at Rhyl was 
recently visited by the Commander and 
crew of HMS Rhy! who will help the 
centre prepare for its summer visitors. 


B b] There are still vacancies for weeks and weekends at all 
Centres, and at Dor Knap and Alison House there are often 
vacancies for members outside the group which has booked. 
Please apply direct to the names and addresses listed below. 


ALISON HOUSE THE OLD HOUSE “4 
Frank Howlett, Alison House, 25-2 Holiday Week (Elsa Perrin Applications and enquiries to party 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, and Nancy Griffiths) leaders please. Independent book- 
Derbys. ings from individuals, families or 
Weekends (Friday supper — Sunday Jul 5-12 Holiday Week (Violet friends are welcome and will be 
lunch) £9.50; one day £5, thereafter Walker) gladly accepted provided the dates 
£4.75; holiday week (single room) 14-21 Holiday Week (Mike and do not conflict with a party book- 
£26, (shared) £24. Frances Bullock) ing. These applications and 
23-30 Teesside Geriatric Holiday enquiries to the International Secret- 
Feb 4 6 Former Toc H Women’s ary, 42 Crutched Friars, London 
Association CEC Reunion Aug 6-13 Holiday Week (Archie and EC3N 2AL. 
11-13 Wardens’ Weekend Marjorie Berry) 
25-27 Alison House Leisure 16-23 Painting Week May 20-23 Party from Kent led by 
Weekend 25- 1 Warden Manor Reunion Rev ‘Polly’ Perkins, 20 
Holiday Week Gordon Terrace, Rochester, 
Mar 4-6 Borough of Trafford sot 
Youth Service Workers Sep 2-4 Toc H Merseyside District 
18-20 Toc H Manchester Area 6-13 Warrington Multiple Jun 3-7 Party from All Hallows 
25-27 Manchester District Society Sclerosis Society Holiday Church ied by Skegg 
of Legal Executives 16-18 St Stephen’s Painting Club, Blanchard, Toc H Head- 
Huddersfield quarters, | Forest Close, 
Apr 1-3  TocH North West Region 23-25 Alison House Leisure Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
4-7 Framwellgate Moor Weekend 
Comprehensive School 27- 4 Liverpool Old People’s Aug 28- 2 Party from Scotland led by 
8-11 Wardens’ House Party Holiday (provisional) Tom Kennedy, c/o Toc H 
15-17 Ockbrook Confirmation International Office, 42 
Class, Derby Oct 7-9 Independent Order of Cruiched Friars, London 
18-22 Bishopston Women’s Rechabites Mid Province EC3N 2AL 
Fellowship, Bristol No 2 
22-24 Toc H Notts and Derby 12-13 Toc H Midland Staff Sep 2-5 Party from Kent led by 
Area Clump Rev ‘Polly’ Perkins 
27- 2 Louth Old People’s Holiday 14-16 AEI Manchester Debating 9-12 Party from Peterborough 
Society and Stamford District led 
May 4 5 YMCA Midland Region 21-23 Nottingham Society of by Rev Crispin White, 68 
Fraternal Artists Thorpe Park Road, Peter- 
6- 8 Landsdowne Chapel Church 28-30 Alison House Leisure borough PE3 6LJ 
Fellowship, Sheffield Weekend 12-17 Party from Lancashire led 
13-15 Accent on Poetry by Mrs Peth Whitfield , 
20-22 Independent Order of Nov 11-13 Toc H Notts and Derby ‘Rockwood’, Rockland Rd, 
Rechabites Mid Province Area Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria 
No 2 18-20 Nurses’ Christian Fellow- LA11 7HQ 
26-31 Toc H East Midlands Area ship Trent Region 22-26 Party from Welling, Kent, 
led by Ron Stubbs, 82 
Jun 10-12 Borough of Trafford Dec 2-4 Toc H Central Executive Falconwood Avenue, 
Youth Service Workers Committee Welling, Kent DA16 2SL 
17-19 Toc H North Wales and 17 Staff Party 
Marches 24-28 Christmas House Party 
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PORT PENRHYN Come and see what we have to offer! 
Charges: Accommodation and Food £6 Non-returnable deposit: £2 


March 11-13 New Members Weekend Leader: George Boyle 

Is Toc H fun? Come and find out! A weekend for new members and friends to discover more about Toc H and each other. How we 
go about it; where we've been and where we are going. Informal discussion led by George. Lunacy by lan Taylor. 

March 18-20 Toc H Adventure Centre Sponsored Swim Leader: lan Taylor 

Bangor swimming pool, March 19 (evening). Members who wish to swim and also enjoy a weekend at Port Penrhyn are welcome. 
The Student Union will be helping us with our attempt to raise funds for further expansion. Life jackets are provided for those who 
cannot swim so there is no excuse! Sponsorship forms will be sent with booking forms. 

April 1-3 Boat Maintenance Weekend Leader: Ian Taylor 

Everyone is welcome to help prepare our fleet for the summer season. Experience invaluable but two left hands acceptable. Re- 
member to bring dungarees and lots of soap! Extra tools are always useful but there will be some available. 

May 20-22 “Music on the Menai Straits’ Leader: Sue Cumming 

Come and share a weekend and enjoy some music at the same time. This is a weekend for all, whether you are practising musician, a 
musician who doesn’t practise or somebody who is good at turning the record player on and off, Bring instruments elie a record or 
cassette of a favourite piece of music, to play during one session in the weekend. Record and cassette player available 

October 14-16 ‘Faith to Live By’ Leader: Bob Knight i 
The search for a spiritual dimension is being made by individuals and 
living. What does Toc H offer? 
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groups. Meditation, Yoga, solitude, community service, simple 


Photo: SSAFA 


Photo: SSAFA 


DOR KNAP 

Tommy Trinder, Dor Knap, 
Broadway, Worcs. WR12 7LA 
Weekends £8.50; full week £24.50; 
mid-week £17. 


Birmingham Outward 
Group 
Bristol University 


Feb 4- 6 


18-20 Single-parent Families, 
Peterborough 

25-27 West Midlands and South 
Wales Region 

Mar 4- 6 South East Leaders Train- 

ing Weekend 

11-13 Southern Region 

18-20 Mill Hill East Church 

25-27 Worcs Diocesan Youth 


Committee 


Apr l-3 Bordon Company 
Folk ‘77 (Easter) 


15-17 West Essex District 
18-22 Endeavour Macalister Brew 
Training 
22-24 South Eastern Region 
Executive and Staff 
29- 1 Literature Weekend 
May 2- 6 Jaywick Primary School 
6- 8 West Midlands and South 
Wales Region 
13-15 Beds, Herts and North 
Bucks 
16-20 Community Flats, 
Birmingham 
20-22 Photography Weekend 
27-29 Riverside District 
Jun 3-6 Whitsun Weekend 
6 Open Day Spring Bank 
Holiday 
10-12 International Weekend 
17-19 Lindley and Huddersfield 
20-24 Nascot School, Watford 
24-26 South West Region 
Jul l- 3 Inner London District 
4- 8 Bishop Challoner School, 
East London 
9-16 Multiple Sclerosis Week 
16-23 Painting and Music Week 
23-30 Painting and Music Week 
Aug 6-13  PHAB Club, Norwich 
13-20 Cotswold Week 
20-27 Wardens’ Week 
Sep 2- 4 Cotswold Festival 
9-11 Doncaster and District 
16-18 East Midlands Region 
23-25 Bristol District 
Oct 1-3 National Projects 
Conference 
7-9 Palace Green Branch 
15-22 Painting and Music Week 
28-30 West Midlands and South 
Wales Region 
Nov 4 6 No bookings — Central 


Council 


COLSTERDALE 

Bill Bains, 20 St Anne’s Road, Head- 
ingley, Leeds LS6 2NX. Weekends 
(adults) £2.50, (children under 14) 
£2; one day £1.25 and £1; full week 
£7 and £5; mid-week £4.50 and £3. 


Feb 18-20 St James CYFA Slaithwaite, 
Huddersfield 
25-28 Wetherby Scouts 
Mar 4-6 Northants Social Services 
Department 
18-25 Valley Comprehensive 
School, Worksop 
25-27 St Andrew CYFA 
Wakefield 
Apr l-3 NSPCC/Toc H Project, 
Bradford 
8-10 Doncaster Branch 
11-15 North Tees Toc H Group 
Project 
15-17 Hild District Youth Group 
22-24 Ayresome Neighbourhood 
Group 
May 1 Rudston Junior School, 
Rotherham 
6-13 Valley Comprehensive 
School, Worksop 
20-22 Hoyle Court School, 
Baildon, Bradford 
27-29 North East Region Volun- 
teers Weekend 
Jun 6-10 Brigg Adult Training 
Centre 
13-17 Priesthorpe School, 
Pudsey, Leeds 
20-24 Moorside Junior School, 
Ripon 
Jul l- 3 Toc H Naturalists Weekend 
4- 8  Priesthorpe School, 
Pudsey, Leeds 
8-10 Desford, Notts, Adult 
Training Centre 
15-17 Leeds Social Services 
Department 
25-31 South Yorkshire Probation 
Service 
Aug l-7 Huddersfield District Men- 
tally Handicapped Project 
8-14 Leicestershire Toc H Men- 
tally Handicapped Project 
22-28 Toc H Hild District Project 
Sep 26-30 Brigg Adult Training 
Centre 
Oct 27 Valley Comprehensive 
School, Worksop 
28-30 Leeds Social Services 


Department 


November and December — no bookings 
as yet. 


Astwood Bank Baptist 
Church 
18-20 NABC Chess Weekend 


11-13 


PORT PENRHYN 

lan Taylor, Toc H Centre, Port 
Penrhyn, Bangor, Gwynedd, Wales. 
One day £1.25. 

Feb 18-20  Hill-walking weekend. Con- 
tact John Carlton, Mark 13 
Youth weekend, Council 

of Churches for Wales 


25-27 


New members weekend, 
leader George Boyle. 
Contact lan. 

Toc H Sponsored Swim. 
Contact lan. 


Mar 11-13* 


18-20* 


Boat maintenance weekend. 
Contact Ian. 

Leisure weekend, Inner 
London District (Project 
no. 5). 

Leadership Training, North 
Wales and North West 
Region 

Ross on Wye Toc H Group 


Apr I- 3* 


8-11 


12-15 


15-17 


Youth Christian Adventure 
Weekend, United Reformed 
Church, Mold. 

‘Music on the Menai Straits’, 
leader Sue Cumming. 
Contact Ian. 


May 13-15 


20-22* 


Jun 22 Visit of HM The Queen for 
official opening of the 
Centre. 

Please note that all bookings for June are 
by invitation and it will help if groups do 
not apply for accommodation during 

this period. 
Jul 2-9 Annual camp, Lads & Girls 
Brigade 

Children’s camp organised 
by Toc H members in 
Glenrothes 

Adventure holiday, Toc H 
and Peterborough and Dis- 
trict Council of Churches 
Eccles children’s camp, 
Eccles Toc H members 
(Project no.42) 


9-15 
16-22 


23-30 


Calderstones Mental Hos- 
pital, Alan Daniels (Project 


aa 


1) 
15-19 Calders Mental Hos- 
pital, Alan Dantei (krojet 


no.41) 


14-16* ‘Faith to Live By’, leader 
Bob Knight. Contact Ian. 


Project numbers refer to additional details 
to be found in the Toc H Projects Book 
1977, * denotes further details to be 
found on page 12. 


Feb 11-13 Probation Intermediate 
Treatment Group 

Mar 6 Conwy District Training Day 

Aug 27-2 Junior Christian Endeavour 


Group, Nantwich 


Sep 23-25 N Wales and Marches 
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NEWSPOINT 


THE OLD 
HOUSE 


Following news in last month’s issue of 

the improvements to The Old House, 

we can now tell you that staff member 
John Forbes will be taking up a roving 
appointment to Poperinge this Spring. 

John will be encouraging a wider use of 
The Old House by parties both within and Q 


outside Toc H, and will also be cementing SE 


links with our friends in Poperinge so that 
a further expression of Toc H might be 
developed there. A Flemish-speaker, John 
has many friends in Poperinge and has a 
particular rapport with young people of 
the town. He will be spending several 
weeks at a time in Belgium, travelling back 
to his home town, Bath, Pictured below, 
he is seen chatting with ‘Maria’, who lives 
in the Sint Katrien’s widows’ almshouses 
near The Old House. 


1010; Alan Daniels _ 


A unique collection of Toc H badges, 
dating back to the very first lapel badges, 
was presented to the Movement recently 
by collector Archie Baxter. Picture shows 
PRO Huw Gibbs accepting the collection 
on behalf of Toc H; together with Archie 
and his wife. 


Alan Ellis, Point Three 
Correspondent 


A general knowledge knock-out quiz, be- 
tween eight branches in White Horse Vale 
and North Hants Districts culminated in a 
final held during an inter-District guest 
night at Fleet. 

A ding-dong struggle resulted in a 
victory for Hartley Wintney Men’s Branch 
over Hook Men’s Branch by 44 points to 40. 

All arrangements this year had 
been made by a West Surrey District team 
who had won the previous year’s contest. 
Following tradition, Hartley Wintney will 
now organise the 1977 contest, thus com- 
pleting a full circle, for they started the 
venture in 1972 with the aim of bringing 
branches together. 

We commend the idea to all Dis- 
tricts, or to several adjoining Districts, who 
have enough branches within reasonable 
travelling distance. 


helpers on the cake stall at Chingford 
Branch bazaar, which made £180 in the 
first two hours. 89-year old George Hall 
wrote to Frankie Howerd and is now raff- 
ling an autographed copy of his book. 


Photo: London & Essex Guardian Newspapers 


ELSE'S HOLIDAY 


Mrs Elsie Nei] has been bedridden in her 
home for ten years with rheumatoid arth- 
ritis. But she will soon be having a holi- 
day in Cornwall thanks to Toc H. 

Mrs Neil will be going to spend 
three weeks with her daughter down in 
Cornwall and will be transported there 
with her ‘Possum’ equipment, by the 
Broxbourne Toe H mini coach. 

Toc H came to hear of Elsie’s need 
through the visiting nurse, Ira Rowley, 


who is LE H pees: x 
TAMP APPEAL 


Dennis Walker (of 11 Sawley Close, 
Eastmoor, Wakefield, Yorks) is still keen 
to receive stamps for the Toc H Stamp 
Appeal. 

I am sorry that we are no longer 
able to publish the names of donors in 
Point Three, but the cost of the space is 
prohibitive. Those particularly wanting 
a letter of acknowledgement are asked to 
specify this when sending stamps. 

Unfortunately since we stopped 
publishing a list of donors, Dennis has re- 
ported that there has been ‘a marked de- 
cline’ in the number of stamps received. 
This seems incredible! I can’t believe we 
need that kind of gratification! 


EVERYBODY'S A ROUNDY OR A SQUARY 


Roundies like singing in the rain. 


Squaries don’t even like 
singing in the bath. 


as) 


WELCOME 


The following branches elected new 
members during December: 


9 — Runcorn (j) Group 
8 — Coningsby (j) 

4 — Plympton (w) 

3 — Fleet (j) 

2 — Croydon (j) 
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— Ashby-de-la-Zouch (m), Birmingham 
District, Budleigh Salterton (w), 
Clacton-on-Sea (m), Cleveland Dis- 
trict Branch, Denton (m), East 
Worthing (w), Edenbridge (j), 
Gedling (j), Hagley (m), Market 
Harborough (m), Milford-on-Sea (j), 
Ormskirk (m), Springfields District, 
Tower Hill (j) Group, Troon (w) 
Group, Warrington and District 
Youth Action (j) Group, 
Whitstable (w) 


A warm welcome to 44 new members. 


The central peel nite of Toc H 
invites applications for the post of 
Editor of Point Three, which will 
become vacant in April when the 
present Editor gives up her job. 


Point Three is the main means of 
communication within the Move- 
ment. It exists to carry news and to 
stimulate thought and discussion. 

It is also widely used as publicity 
material, to interest others in the 
work of Toc H. 


The Editor is completely respons- 
ible for the magazine. An outside 
designer is currently employed to 
handle the lay out. 


The successful applicant should have 
knowledge of Toc H and journalistic 
experience and ability. 


The new Editor will be based at the 
Movement’s Headquarters in Buck- 
inghamshire. His or her starting 
point on the Toc H salary scale will 
finally be determined by factors 
such as age and experience. 


Applications, by February 14, to: 
The Director, 
Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP22 6BT. (0296 Wendover 
623911) 


OBITUARY 


RALPH THORNE 

In the early hours of Saturday 18 Dec- 
ember, Ralph Thorne died. His family 
and his many friends were stunned at the 
suddenness of his departure. 

Joining Toc H in Ipswich, he 
quickly fitted into the Family and was 
active in hospital commentaries. Ralph's 
“Match of the Day’ was Ipswich and 
Liverpool, and as a partner in a large 
office in Liverpool, something of Ralph's 
loyalty and stature was seen. When he 
believed in something, he was faithful to 
it, no matter the odds. 

He appeared to be a fierce fighter, 
and those who knew him intimately loved 
him deeply, for he was gentle and consid- 
erate to a degree. The Central Executive 
knew something of his wisdom, grounded 
in real experience; the Central Council 
was livelier when Ralph was on his feet, 
and his sense of fun and humour was evid- 
ent in the bar particularly on overhearing 
one Councillor referring to him as ‘that 
ruddy Northerner’. 

Probably his greatest contribution 
was in the North Wales and North West 
Region, where as Chairman for a number 
of years, he put ‘Region’ on the map. 
Many men and women have contributed 
to Toc H in ways that indicate the changes 
needed for their day and ours. His con- 
tribution is of that significance. 

An active Churchman, a family 
man par excellence, his grandchildren re- 
cognised the love that many of us knew 
to be the real seed bed for all his work and 
life. 


He was chairman of the Develop- 
ment Team for our new National Centre 
at Port Penrhyn. One of the three in- 
volved in this project from its inception, 
it is sad that he will not be present at its 
official opening, but then Ralph Thorne 


believed we were a Movement of members; 
some would be around to express, in what- 


ever fashion, his conviction that we are a 
Family and God is its Father. 

To Margaret, John, Mary and 
Michael, his own family, we say ‘thank 
you’ for allowing us the opportunity of 
sharing a part of Ralph Thorne. It was a 
privilege to be his friend and we will long 
remember him. 

Johnnie MacMillan 


We regret to announce the death on 26 
November 1976 of Canon F E ‘Bobs’ 
Ford, Toc H Chaplain in India (1929-32), 
Administrative Chaplain, Headquarters 
(1936-40), Archdeacon Emeritus (1974), 
and Wolds District member. 


Also the death on 20 November of Bill 
Gibb, who joined the Services staff 

in India in 1944. and went on to BAOR 
where he eventually served as 
Commissioner. 


We further regret to announce the death 
of the following members: 


In September: Muriel Wilson (Garforth) 
In October: Daisy A Eccott (Basingstoke), 
Mary E Farey (Keighley), May E Shutler 
(Clevedon) 

In November: Horace J Hart (Bexhill-on- 
Sea), Joseph Roy Hore (Hatherleigh), 
Emmie M Patterson (Fulney), Charles R 
Preston (Seaford), Florence M Strong 
(Southport), Norman Swallow (Blackmore 
Vale District), Kathleen Unsworth 
(Grainthorpe) 

In December: Stanley Shepherd (Alston) 


We give thanks for their lives. 


kK (OBI Central Council Study 
Question No 2 


‘The secret of life is in the day-to-day 
living of it.’ ‘Self-consciousness is our 
ruin.’ ‘Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow.’ ‘To labour and to ask for no 
reward.’ How realistic are these sentences 
as guides to practical living? 


The reactions of the Council groups 
showed that it is not easy to live out these 
precepts, and yet there is obvious value in 
the statements. It is easy to apply a double- 
standard to them, agreeing in principle and 
yet not bearing them out in practice. 
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Someone, somewhere, 
is waiting for you to give them 


CIN, 


Wording in the card: 


Si 


A 


e 


to 


SEIDL; 


from 
KESA 
eee Simply sit back and wait for your first 
ron copy to arrive! 
EER 
ER The gift voucher makes a lovely birthday present, a good prize for a Toc H 
K M competition, or a thoughtiul gift for a friend who cannot afford a 
EER subscription. 
is SIO TER TEEN, Rin aloin aisia o.s eie SM DD TE PiOLd eS ola Ma RM 019 Do NR ME NN 
Ea To: The Editor : 
g 2 Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT : 
ORAN ° 
Cs e 
PLEASE SEND ME one/ Point Three gift voucher(s). : 
igi : 
AR | enclose a cheque/PO for £1.20 or........ (made payable to Toc H). : 
x My name .......... E EE TRET: ow 


My address...... 


Friend’sname ... 


SOCoCHSESHKHESHHO TET LEBeeHEEDESOEEE 
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Greetings 


Here is a gift subscription to the Toc H 
Magazine ‘Point Three’. 


With best wishes 


Friend’s address.... 


a POINT THREE subscription 


Have you a friend who might be interested in Toc H? 
N Here’s an attractive way of giving them Point Three, with this new gift card. 
Simply fill in the form below and enclose £1.20 for a year’s subscription. 


We will send Point Three to your friend every month and will send you the 
ji gift card for you to give to your friend. 


PLEASE ADD MY FRIEND TO THE POINT THREE MAILING LIST 


PHCHHSTHHHEHSHHHHHHCHHHHHHHHEHHETTESEHAEEETHHESTOHS OO HOOT HOGHOTEDOOCH HES EEEEERORHOBEOROLE 
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SMALL ADS 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five wecks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point 
Three magazine. Rates of display advertise- 
ments can be obtained from the Editorial Office, 
Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. 
Telephone: 0296 623911 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarics, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern 
Novelties, Bradford BD? 3HE. 


Holiday caravan to let: Sandy Bay, Exmouth, 
Devon (cliff top site). 6 berth 23 ft van. 

20 May - | Oct. £20 to £34 per weck. Apply 
P Hinder, 163 Iichester Road, Yeovil, Somerset. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 


and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 


Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 


Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 


Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


Thornleigh Grange over Sands: a centre for the 
refreshment of body, mind and spirit and for 
the extension of Christian understanding 
through fellowship; idea! for holiday/conference 
groups, families, individuals. Sea-front; Lakes 
(Windermere 7 miles); comfortable beds; good 
food. Please send stamp for brochure to 
Manager, Thornleigh (P3) Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria. Tel. Grange 2733. 


Devon/Cornwall border. Four-berth caravan. 
(£15 weekly). SAE Oldnalt, 23 Cedar Road, 
Bournville B30 1UT. 


Hotel Lybeer has welcomed 
Toc H parties and indiv- 
iduals since 1945. Cen- 
trally situated. Bed and 
breakfast only. Hotel 
Lybeer, Korte Vulderstraat 
31, Bruges, Belgium. 


Highway Holidays. Summer Brochure ready 
now. Excellent holidays in Britain, Europe and 
Eastern Mediterranean. Christian fellowshi 

and specially chosen leaders. Unrivalled value — 
compare with any. Send for your copy today: 
stamp appreciated. (P3) Highway Holidays, 

la Snow Hill Court, London EC1A 2DJ. Tel: 
01-248 2352. 


Caravan: 6 berth, fully equipped, 100 yards 
from the sea. Site facilities excellent. Hot 
water showers, wash-hand basin, flush toilets. 
Swim pool. Varicty of shops and restaurant. 
Car parks and bus service from Clacton-on-Sea; 
British Rail from Liverpool Street, London. 
Toc H families welcome. Animals allowed. 
Season July - September. £15 per week, 
please apply to Mrs M Burgess, 6 Upper Park 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
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